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 The African River is the fourth vessel from Reederei Rörd Braren drydocked in Belgium’s EDR, Antwerp (See Shipyards)
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VIEWPOINT

As a landmark United Nations climate study declares 
‘code red for humanity’, maritime leaders are set to 
discuss how the shipping industry can play its part 
in meeting global targets, just two months ahead of 
the crucial COP26 talks in Glasgow. 

Examining the core question, “Is shipping ready 
for the outcomes of COP26?” industry leaders 
will consider key factors which will help or hinder 
shipping as it navigates through the political, 
technological and economic challenges of creating 
a sustainable, carbon free and economically viable 
future. 

Tim Wilkins, Environment Director and Deputy 
Managing Director of INTERTANKO, will moderate 

the debate, which takes place during the headline 
conference of London International Shipping Week 
(LISW21) being held at the London headquarters of 
IMO on Wednesday September 15th. 

Anticipating a meaningful debate, he said, 
“COP26 represents an opportunity for shipping to 
demonstrate how it contributes to the fight against 
global climate change, identifying sustainable 
solutions to meet humanity’s climate goals. It is vital 
that our industry makes a meaningful contribution 
to this dialogue and focuses carefully on what 
messages to send to world leaders in Glasgow and 
this debate will be an important precursor to those 
high-level discussions.”

Learn more  ›

EEXI AND CII – 
ARE YOU READY?

#WeSeaGreen with DNV

https://www.dnv.com/maritime/insights/topics/eexi/index.html
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SHIPYARDS

ESVAGT’s two 4,200 dwt Platform Supply Vessels 
(PSVs) Hermit Fighter and Hermit Prosper will 
undergo conversion to Emergency Response 
Rescue Vessels (ERRV) and battery power at 
Norway’s Ulstein Verft. The green transformation 
to hybrid propulsion will be conducted by Ulstein 
Power & Control.

The vessels were originally built at Ulstein Verft 
and are now returning to the construction yard 
to be upgraded to more environmentally friendly 
power solutions, and to a new life as ERRV vessels. 
The engineering work at Ulstein has commenced, 
and the vessels will arrive at the shipyard in 
October 2021. 

The scope of work by Ulstein includes project 
management, procurement, engineering, 
production and power & control deliveries. A 
battery deck house with grid support unit for 
hybrid power will be prepared, the methanol 
tanks will be rebuilt to carry liquids under the 
OSV Chemical Code, and on the main deck 
new prefabricated deck houses will be installed 
accommodating rescue zones, and new ESVAGT 
type Fast Rescue Boats.

“This is indeed highly important projects for 
ESVAGT, and we therefore appreciate the contracts 
with Ulstein Verft and Ulstein Power & Control 
for optimisation of functionalities and improved 
energy and emission efficiencies of these high-
quality X-BOW vessels,” DCEO of ESVAGT Kristian 
Ole Jakobsen says.

“This is an important contract for Ulstein. We 
will prepare these vessels to a greener propulsion 
setup which include battery powering,” comments 
Rolf Ottar Rovde, sales manager at Ulstein Power 
& Control. Rovde continues, “These upgrades 
will reduce fuel consumption and emissions and 
prolong the lifetime of the diesel engines.”  

“Ulstein Power & Control delivered the power 
and automation solutions to the vessels as 
newbuilds. Our delivery now includes the power 
and automation system for the battery package, 
frequency converter, drives and switchboard 
reconstruction as well as installation and 

commissioning,” adds Rovde.
Both vessels are scheduled to stay at Ulstein 

Verft for six weeks each starting in October. The 
final installation and commissioning of the hybrid 
system will be done during spring 2022 and in line 
with the vessels’ operational schedule.

“We are looking forward to modifying two 
competitive PSVs into suitable and fuel-efficient 
ERRV vessels. The timing suits the yard’s 
construction program and the project supports 
our strategy of providing sustainable solutions to 
our customers. This “mid-life” upgrade of vessel 
systems is an important milestone in order to make 
the existing fleet more fuel efficient,” says Ove 
Dimmen, sales manager at Ulstein Verft.

“We are delighted to work with ESVAGT again,” 
comments CEO Ulstein Group, Cathrine Kristiseter 
Marti. “This project shows that Ulstein can be 
a long-term partner working to ensure future 
competitiveness and sustainable growth for our 
customers,” concludes the CEO. 

The Hermit Fighter and Hermit Prosper, yard 
numbers 291 and 294 from Ulstein Verft, were both 
delivered in 2012. They are the two first vessels of 
the successful PX121 design from Ulstein Design & 
Solutions AS.

ULSTEIN VERFT:

(From left to right) Ove Dimmen and Rolf Ottar Rovde



W W W. S H I P R E PA I R N E W S L E T T E R . C O M

S H I P  R E PA I R  N E W S L E T T E R

4

It has been a busy half year for Belgium’s EDR 
Antwerp, which operates the graving dock in 
Antwerp harbor. The yard currently has booking 
well into the start of next year (2022). One of the 
latest contracts is for repairs to ACL’s 100,430 gt 
containership Atlantic Sky, which will drydock 
this week in Dock 6 for a special survey and BWM 
system installation. 

The 28,440 dwt general cargo vessel African 
River (which can be seen on the Front Cover of this 
issue) is the fourth vessel from Germany’s Reederei 
Rörd Braren and is in the yard for a special survey 
and cargo hold treatment in Dock 5. This project 
is a prime example of a ship trading into the Port 
of Antwerp (under 1.5 kms between the general 
cargo berths and the shipyard)

The 34,296 dwt containership City of Hong 
Kong is currently undergoing a life-extension 
project and will be renamed MSC Samira III for 
her new owners. She is undergoing a full special 

survey including hatch cover treatment. Graig 
Shipmanagement’s 56,709 dwt bulk carrier Jin Bo 
is now ready for her follow up docking in Dock 
6 at EDR Antwerp Shipyard, where she earlier 
underwent the replacement of stern tube bearings 
and deck and engine modifications. The 7,869 
dwt general cargo vessel Basel Express, which 
has been laid-up in the Port of Antwerp for some 
time, is in Dock 4 for post-purchase conversion and 
installation of a BWM system. Hapag Lloyd’s 68,228 
dwt containership Chacabuco has undergone 
special survey, including BWM system installation. 
Her sistership Palena will drydock later this year.

CPO’s 74,447 dwt containership MSC Alicante 
recently drydocked in Dock 6 for a special 
survey, hatch cover treatment and BWM system 
installation. A fleet arrangement is underway with 
this owner and more vessels are to be expected.

The delays at American Container Ports (ACP) 
resulted in a pressurised docking schedule for EDR. 
However, the yard made up all time on-board of 
Nile Dutch Africa Line’s 48,044 dwt containership 
Niledutch Breda in Dock 6 and completed her 
special survey in a record time, including full hull 
treatment.

NYK’s 66,051 dwt containership NYK Rigel was 
recently in Dock 6 for special survey and BWM 
system installation. Her owners NYK are showing 
confidence to EDR Antwerp Shipyard with an 
additional docking for her sistership NYK Remus 
arriving soon. This is the result of a well-founded 
working relationship with many Japanese Owners. 

In addition to the above drydockings EDR 
Antwerp has expanded its workshop services 
with EDR Turbo, an in-house Turbo Department 
for maintenance, repair and overhaul of 
Turbochargers. 

EDR: 

The MSC Alicante in EDR Antwerp

One of the UK’s most famous shipbuilders says 
it’s ready to help ‘level up’ the UK’s North West, 
as it continues investing in its apprenticeship 
programme and delivering social benefits to 
the wider Wirral community to help secure the 
future of shipbuilding in the region. Merseyside-
based shipbuilding giant Cammell Laird says it’s 

in the perfect position to support a renaissance in 
Britain’s maritime sector, as outlined in the updated 
National Shipbuilding Strategy.

Cammell Laird CEO David McGinley said, “As  
the UK’s premier commercial shipbuilder, 
Cammell Laird is absolutely ready to deliver future 
programmes. We are pleased to see the formation 

CAMMELL LAIRD:
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of the National Shipbuilding Office, and look 
forward to building a strong relationship with 
Rear Admiral Cox and his team, such that they 
understand the value that UK shipbuilders can 
provide into developing the National Shipbuilding 
Strategy Refresh (NSBSR) programme, which in 
turn will unlock wide-ranging social benefits, 
employment and apprenticeships for the people of 
Merseyside.

“Shipbuilding will also play a critical role 
in supporting the Government’s levelling-up 
agenda by delivering significant infrastructure 
programmes in the North West and other regions 
of the UK.”

Cammell Laird has completed some of the most 
ambitious shipbuilding projects in modern times, 
through the recent construction of the RRS Sir 
David Attenborough, the Aircraft Carrier Alliance 
and delivering the Astute and Dreadnought 
submarines on behalf of BAe Systems.

The company is now setting its sights on the 
£200m ‘national flagship’, a state-of-the-art yacht 
to boost British trade and drive investment in the 
UK’s economy, as well as the contract to deliver a 
surveillance vessel to protect telecommunications 
cables. Two programmes the company says it is 
ready to deliver on right away.

Speaking about the national flagship, David 
McGinley added, “It would be a huge honour to 
be trusted with such a prestigious project and we 
are eminently qualified for the task. We’ve clearly 
demonstrated over many years that Cammell 
Laird knows what it takes to deliver vessels of 
vital national importance. The cable-laying ship 
in particular has many synergies with the RRS Sir 
David Attenborough, which will help Cammell 
Laird de-risk the programme.

David went on to say, “This wealth of experience 
makes us one of only a handful of UK shipyards 
who can partner with Government to deliver these 
vessels. What sets Cammell Laird apart is our ability 
to deliver at speed, which will achieve maximum 
value for money for British taxpayers.”

Cammell Laird’s success is made possible 
by a highly skilled workforce and a strong 
apprenticeship programme, introducing young 
talents to the industry. Indeed, it has enlisted 46 
apprentices in the last year alone and remains 
committed to growing its apprenticeship 
programme in spite of the challenges posed by the 
pandemic.

David said, “Cammell Laird has both a rich history 
and an exciting future, and our apprentices play 

an essential role in helping to protect our heritage 
and forge our on-going success. We’re determined 
to provide career opportunities to people from 
the local area during this challenging time and our 
apprenticeship programme allows us to do this

“We’re proud to provide world-leading maritime 
experience on projects you wouldn’t find anywhere 
else, along with our commitment to helping 
plug the engineering skills gap in the North West 
and supporting the local economy through job 
creation.”

The sheer breadth of unique, high-profile 
projects means Cammell Laird apprentices work 
on a wide variety of ships and vessels gaining 
invaluable maritime experience. Trainee ship 
manager John O’Brien, who started at the firm 
as an apprentice in 2007, said, “It’s really quite 
unbelievable the opportunities I’ve had over 
the years to work on prestigious projects. One 
of my personal highlights was working on the 
Red Kestrel ferry and watching it grow into a 
fully finished ferry. In fact, we went down to 
Southampton and I was asked to press the button 
to start the engines. “It just goes to show that, 
whatever your background, anyone can be me and 
anyone can get to where I am now.”

Apprentice Callum added, “The most exciting 
project I’ve been on is the RRS Sir David 
Attenborough - one of the most advanced 
polar research vessels in the world. I started my 
apprenticeship from the keel laying all the way to 
when it went out into the Mersey.”

The Cammell Laird apprenticeship programme 
is one of the biggest in the UK maritime industry, 
representing an investment of over £19m to date. 
The company knows this is money well spent when 
it comes to nurturing eager, motivated, flexible 

Apprentices at Cammell Laird in 2020
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and loyal employees with a broad skillset designed 
around the needs of the industry.

Director of production Michael Hill, who himself 
started as an apprentice back in 1996, said, “The 
scheme is absolutely vital to the business, in terms 
of its continued success and enabling us to pitch 
for these high-profile Government projects. Over 
the past 12 years, Cammell Laird has recruited 
almost 300 apprentices across a broad range of 

roles.
“The social value of that is just massive. We’ve got 

somewhere in the order of 1,500 people working 
at our 130-acre Birkenhead site, and they are all 
contributing to the local area in terms of retail and 
leisure. In short, Cammell Laird’s success, now and 
into the future, helps underpin job and wealth 
creation on Merseyside.”

India’s Indian Register of Shipping (IRClass), has 
just completed the reclassification of the 9,589 gt 
Freesia, a seven deck vehicle carrier to a livestock 
carrier. This is the second conversion of its type 
following the successful conversion of its first 
Lebanese-flagged vessel, Jouri in April 2020. Both 
conversion projects were carried out in Turkey – 
Freesia by Seltas Shipyard, Yalova and Orchid by 
Torlak Shipyard, Tuzla

The conversion of the Panama-flagged Freesia 
(ex City of Barcelona) required meticulous 
planning and close co-ordination with all 
stakeholders. Conversion included modifications 
to the vehicle ramps, installation of pens, bilging 

arrangements, placement of permanent ballast 
and sewage systems. All the above modifications 
have been undertaken without affecting the main 
hull structure and with minimum interference with 
the existing arrangements on-board. 

Following the conversion, the vessel has a total 
net pen area of approximately 5,800 m² and 370 
tonnes of fodder store space. Both the Freesia and 
Jouri are in operation and are performing to the 
satisfaction of the owners, Etab Shipping S.A. Upon 
successful completion of this project, the owner 
has entered into another agreement with IRClass 
towards conversion of the third vessel, Orchid. 

“We would like to thank Surveyors from the 
Dubai and Turkey survey stations for their 
professionalism in managing this project as well as 
excellent support from our technical team at Plan 
Approval Centre with approval plans and timely 
solutions.” said Rajeev Pratap Rao, IRClass’ Regional 
Manager for Middle East, Africa and EU. 

“Considering the constraints, which included 
minimum affect to the hull structure and the 
existing systems, while ensuring compliance with 
the rule requirements, the Plan Approval Centre 
had to work in close co-ordination with designers, 
owners and surveyors on-site to see that the 
project was completed successfully. Our surveyors, 
both at Plan Approval Centre and Survey Station 
have worked to ensure a hassle-free experience for 
the shipyard and owner” said H V Ramesh, Head – 
Ship Building Project Management at IRClass.

INDIAN REGISTER:

The completed Freesia
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UK’s SMS Group, trading from its eight UK 
locations, has enjoyed a busy final quarter to 
the fiscal year. With interests in the commercial, 
defence and cruise sectors the following works 
have been undertaken by various SMS teams - in 
Lowestoft numerous refits have been completed 
for UK Border Force, and several Thames operators, 
including the Dixie Queen operated by Thames 
Luxury Charters. Significant work has also been 
completed for Trinity House.  

HMNB Portsmouth continues to support HMS 
Prince of Wales and the Batch 1 and 2 OPV fleet.  
Southampton has been heavily involved in the 
return-to-service of numerous cruise ships - 
including those from the Carnival UK fleet.  The 
team has also recently completed a refit for Poole 
Harbour Commission on-board the Herbert 
Ballam.  

The outfit team’s completed several big interior 
projects in the cruise and ferry sector as the 
industry restarts. The SMS team in Avonmouth 
have created an ‘aggregates hub’ supporting major 
work on-board dredgers from for Cemex, Tarmac, 
Hanson and Belgium’s DEME, whilst the team 
within HMNB Devonport continue to support work 
on the incumbent T23 fleet, and the submarine 
fleet.  Expertise deployed includes mechanical, 
electrical, and structural engineers - as well as 
security cleared divers and sub-surface engineers.

SMS GROUP:

Offshore repair work at one of SMS’ facilities

During mid-June, American Roll-on Roll-off 
Carrier (ARC)’s 60,979 gt vehicle carrier Patriot left 
Poland’s Remontowa, Gdansk after a four weeks 
repair. The Patriot came to the shipyard for BWM 
system installation and class renewal. As a part of 
renovation, the yard painted the hull and ramps. 

Exmar’s 29,328 dwt LPG tanker Libramont came 
to Remontowa for class renewal and installation 
of the BWM system and underwent extensive 
electrical and piping work. In addition, the yard 
carried out an overhaul of the main engine. She left 
the shipyard on time as agreed in the contract. 

Unity Lines’ 18,653 gt ro/pax ferry Gryf has 
again visited Remontowa, this visit work including 
maintenance of the hull with an area of 9,200 m2. 

REMONTOWA:
The Stenheim in Remontowa



W W W. S H I P R E PA I R N E W S L E T T E R . C O M

S H I P  R E PA I R  N E W S L E T T E R

8

The Gryf is designed for the transport of lorries and 
passengers with cars and serves the Świnoujście 
(Poland) – Trelleborg (Sweden) route since 2007. 

Stenersen’s 16,614 dwt chemical tanker 

Stenheim was recently in the yard, work including 
installation of new emergency generator and 
overhaul of the reduction gear. 

The MB92 Group, the world leading superyacht 
refit group, announced today the appointment of 
Saif Al Rahbi as Business Development Consultant 
– Middle East Region to represent the group and 
support commercial activity in the area.  Based in 
Oman, Saif will provide local support to existing 
clients and build new relationships in the region, 
ensuring the group continues to meet the growing 
demand for their refit services from across the 
Middle East.

Saif brings over 29 years of industry experience 
to the position, and in his previous role as 
Technical Director of a well-known Middle East 
yacht organisation, oversaw the builds, refits and 
guarantee dockings of a number of superyachts. 
Saif also has extensive experience of project 
management, as well as the management of 
procurements and contracts.

Commenting on the appointment, Henk Dreijer, 
MB92 Group Chief Business Development Officer, 
said, “We are fortunate to have built close working 
relationships with a number of clients in the 
Middle East over the years and the addition of Saif 
to the Business Development team underlines our 
commitment to them and the region. We have 
worked closely with Saif on a number of significant 
projects and have seen first-hand the level of 

professionalism, dedication, and expertise he 
brings to the table. We are delighted to welcome 
him to our team.”

“I have had the pleasure of working closely with 
MB92 during the last few years and we share the 
same values and approach to delivering a world-
class service to clients. The group has forged a 
strong reputation in the Middle East for nurturing 
their commercial relationships, dependability 
and for delivering results. I am proud to be 
representing the company and am confident that I 
can help bring further success.”

MB92:

Saif Al Rahbi

http://www.bsaship.com
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With cruise lines slowly returning to work following 
the slowing down of the pandemic and the lifting 
of travel restrictions, drydock space is beginning 
the fill up at the tried and tested cruise vessel 
repair yards, as is the case with this leading Spanish 
repairer. On August 4th this yard was working 
on four cruise vessels, two in drydock and two 
alongside:
• Azamara Quest – 30,277 gt built 2000, owned by 
Azamara Club Cruises, Vessel in drydock, arrived 

from lay-up in Glasgow
• Liberty of the Seas – 155,899 gt built 2007, 
owned by RCI. Vessel in drydock, arrived from 
Miami
• Carnival Sunshine – 103,881 gt built 1996, owned 
by Carnival Cruise Line. Vessel alongside, arrived 
from Miami
• Carnival Victory – 101,509 gt built 2000. Vessel 
alongside

NAVANTIA CADIZ:

Following the trend in increased cruise vessel 
drydockings, this Marseille repairer was busy 
working on four cruise ships on August 4th:
• Carnival Legend – 85,942 gt 2002-built, owned 
by Carnival Cruise Line
• Carnival Valor – 110,438 gt 2004-built, owned by 

Carnival Cruise Line
• Silver Spirit – 39,444 gt 2009-built, owned by 
Silversea Cruises
• Norwegian Star – 91,740 gt 2001-built, owned by 
Norwegian Cruise Line

CNDM:

This leading south east Asian repairer has secured 
the grounding damage repair contract for work 
on the 90,390 dwt 2007-built containership MOL 
Charisma.  The 8,110 teu capacity vessel, owned by 
ONE (Ocean Network Express), arrived at the yard 
on August 2nd from Vietnam.

Meanwhile, other vessels undergoing repair and 
conversion at this yard at the same time included:
• Eneos Spirit – 311,984 dwt 2014-built tanker, 
owned by Japan’s JX Shipping, Tokyo
• BW Tatiana (ex Gallina) – 135,269 m3 capacity 
2002-built LNG tanker being converted into an 

FSRU for joint owners BW LNG and Invenergy 
Investment Co.  The former Shell-owned vessel will 
operate offshore El Salvador, when her conversion 
is completed later this year
• DLV 2000 – 45,247 dwt 2016-built offshore 
derrick lay vessel, owned by the UK’s McDermott 
Construction
• Prosperity – 250,000 dwt 2020-built Floating 
Production/Storage vessel for SBM Offshore
• Liza Unity – 2019-built Floating Production/
Storage vessel, owned by SBM Offshore

KEPPEL SHIPYARD:

Vessels undergoing repair at this leading Dutch 
repairer on August 9th included the following:

• Sea Turtle – 114,000 dwt 2021-built tanker. 
Owners not known

DAMEN VEROLME ROTTERDAM:
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• Green Zeebrugge – 5,200 m3 capacity 2017-built 
LNG bunkering tanker, owned by Japan’s MYK 
Line, Tokyo and on long-term charter to Titan LNG. 
Vessel operates in the Amsterdam-Rotterdam-
Antwerp (ARA) range
• Pacific Emerald – 113,400 dwt 2021-built tanker, 
owned by South Korea’s Sinokor Merchant Marine, 

Seoul and on charter to Shell Tankers, Singapore
• Optimus - 6,000 m3 capacity 2021-built LNG 
bunkering tanker, owned by Estonia’s Elenger (Eesti 
Gaas). This newbuilding, built by Damen Yichang 
Shipyard in China, is due in service in the Baltic this 
autumn.
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OFFSHORE

The installation of the world’s largest offshore 
converter station is being hailed by China 
Classification Society (CCS) as ‘a significant 
milestone’ in the development of deep-water wind 
power. CCS provided authentication and survey 
services for the China Three Gorges Corporation 
(CTG)’s Rudong offshore converter station, which is 
also an Asian first.

CCS’ expert team has been involved throughout 
the design, construction, transportation, 
installation, and commissioning stages of the 
pioneering project.

Fan Qiang, Vice President of CCS, attended the 
official delivery ceremony for the platform at 
Shanghai Zhenhua Heavy Industries (Nantong) 
with several senior CCS team members. “The 
instillation of Rudong offshore converter station 
is a significant milestone in the development of 

deep-water offshore wind power development in 
China. We are very proud of all our team who have 
used their industry-leading expertise to support 
the delivery of this complex construction project.”

CCS says the facility effectively addresses the 
challenges of large capacity and long-distance 
power transmission presented by offshore wind 
farms. Rudong is the first offshore ±400 kV wind 
power flexible DC transmission project in China. 
The station will be used to collect 1,100 MW of 
electric energy from three windfarms (H6, H8, 
and H10) in the Jiangsu Rudong project in China’s 
Yellow Sea. 

The station will then convert the electricity into 
DC power and transmit it onshore, a distance of 
around 100 kms, the longest transmission length 
in China, via a submarine cable. When the project 
is in full operation it will be able to provide around 

CCS:

https://umarwsr.com/lp/barnacle/?utm_source=media&utm_medium=naftika_chronika&utm_campaign=barnacle
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1.36m households with their annual electricity 
consumption, helping China to move further 
towards its ‘3060’ double carbon reduction target. 
Compared with coal-fired power plants with the 
same capacity, the Jiangsu Rudong windfarms 
project in the Huangshayang sea area, can save 
about 740,000 tonnes of standard coal and reduce 
about 1.83m tonnes of CO2/ year.

 The converter station itself weighs 22,000 tonnes 
and is as tall as a 15-storey residential building. The 
impressive structure has an area that is nearly as 
large as a standard soccer pitch.

 Mr Fan said the official launch of the giant 

station marks another chapter in the continuing 
development of CCS’ industry-leading expertise in 
the growing offshore wind power sector.  CCS has 
now completed successful classification surveys 
for more than 60 wind power installation platforms 
and has carried out authentication surveys for 
more than 40 offshore substations. Mr Fan said CCS 
is working ‘hand in hand’ with the offshore wind 
power industry to continue its safe development 
and growth.

 As one of the leading classification societies in 
the offshore sector, he said CCS had “gained rich 
engineering experience” and established high 
technical standards through the large number of 
projects it has been involved in.

The Rudong converter station, which was 
commissioned by CTG, was jointly constructed by 
Three Gorges Energy, China General Nuclear New 
Energy Holding, and Shanghai Zhenhua Heavy 
Industries.

China remains at the forefront of offshore wind 
power development and technology. A report 
earlier this year by the Global Wind Energy Council 
(GWEC) revealed that it was responsible for half of 
the world’s new offshore wind capacity in 2020.

The GWEC report also highlighted that the global 
offshore wind industry had its second-best year 
ever in 2020, despite the challenges of Covid-19, 
installing more than six GW of new capacity.

China Three Gorges Corporation (CTG)’s Rudong offshore 
converter station

Norway’s VARD and Norway’s Rem Offshore have 
announced contracts of two Construction Service 
Operations Vessels (CSOVs) with an option for two 
additional vessels. The contracts for the firm two 
vessels have an indicative total value of €100m.

The CSOVs are tailor-made for world-wide 
services and maintenance operations at offshore 
wind farms. The VARD 4 19 design, developed 
by Vard Design in Ålesund, Norway, is a highly 
versatile platform for all offshore windfarm support 
operations, focusing on on-board logistics, security, 
comfort, and superior operability. 

The first vessel will be delivered from VARD in 
Norway in first half of 2023. The hull will be built at 
Vard Braila in Romania. The second vessel will be 
built and delivered by Vard Vung Tau in Vietnam, 
scheduled for delivery in 2024. VARD’s specialised 
high technology subsidiaries will be involved with 

major deliveries on-board, and in the shipbuilding 
process of the vessels. 

Rem Offshore’s Chairman, Aage Remøy said, 
“Rem Offshore has, during the last few years, 
increasingly focused attention on building a 
sustainable platform for growth in offshore wind. 
Our shareholders are driving this development 
together with our Rem colleagues onshore and 
offshore. We are proud to continue our newbuild 
programme in Norway and support the local 
maritime industry.”

VARD CEO Alberto Maestrini added, “We are 
proud to be chosen as the preferred partner for 
Rem Offshore in this exciting project, and we are 
looking forward to working together with their 
team. These contracts confirm VARD’s leadership 
in the CSOV market, both in terms of innovative 
ship design, breakthrough technologies and 

VARD:



W W W. S H I P R E PA I R N E W S L E T T E R . C O M

S H I P  R E PA I R  N E W S L E T T E R

12

shipbuilding quality.”  
With a length of 85 m and a beam of 19.5 m, 

the vessels will have a height-adjustable motion-
compensated gangway with elevator system, 

a height-adjustable boat landing system, and a 
3D-compensated crane. The CSOVs will have an 
accommodation for 120 persons on-board.

An artist’s impression of the Rem Offshore fleet of CSOVs

Holland’s Damen has received an order for a 
Transshipment Crane Barge from Australia’s 
Transhipment Services Australia (TSA). As it is able 
to supply the new Crane Barge 6324 directly from 
stock, Damen will fulfil the order in a period of only 
four weeks.

TSA has been contracted by Metro Mining to 
provide transshipment services for its Bauxite 
Hills Project located along the Skardon River 
on Cape York Peninsula, north of Weipa in Far 
North Queensland. With a presence in three sites 
across Australia, TSA will operate the Damen 
Floating Crane Barge and has a fleet of five tugs 
and six dumb barges that have been successfully 
transhipping for Metro for four years. The company 
has also operated Damen tugs and Shoalbusters in 
the past.

Sjoerd de Bruin, Damen Sales Manager Asia 
Pacific, responsible for Australia, New Zealand and 
the South Pacific, commented, “We are delighted 
that we could make this happen and very quickly, 
in just four weeks from the initial client enquiry 

to delivery into Australia. Not only are we partly 
customising the barge during this time, we have 
also arranged the finance through our Customer 
Finance Department.

“Damen was keen to make every effort to 
support TSA. If we had gone to the external 
financing options the lead time could take up to 
sixteen weeks given the summer holiday period, 
therefore our Customer Finance Department 
stepped in.

“All the different Damen departments worked 
together to support our client - Design & Proposal, 
Finance, Legal and all of our colleagues in Yichang, 
China. And given the financial arrangements, 
our Board also had to approve the deal. It is an 
impressive team effort.”

Joint owner of TSA, Darren Hedley stated 
that Damen is renowned worldwide for its 
quality marine fleet, reliable floating cranes and 
professional service. 

“Our previous experience with Damen vessels 
has always been rewarding and we are all very 

DAMEN:
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excited to welcome this new vessel into the fleet 
and to commence loading Capesize ships in 
October of this year.” 

At 63 m x 24 m, the Damen Crane Barge is 

equipped with a grab with a 15 m3 capacity and 
TSA is expecting to load at an impressive rate of 
16,000 - 20,000 tonnes/day. 

Once the client- and class requirements 
are completed, the new Crane Barge will be 
transported from Shanghai to Australia by an 
oceangoing tug by one of TSA’s contractors.  
Damen is also offering an extended warranty to 
TSA and support from the Damen Brisbane Service 
Hub. On the day of the vessel’s arrival, a Service 
Engineer will be present and support TSA with 
all the documentation and paperwork, carry out 
the technical handover and provide maintenance 
training.

TSA’s new Damen Crane Barge 6324 is expected 
to be operational in the fourth quarter of 2021.

Metro Mining Limited has earmarked an 
expansion strategy to ultimately achieve an annual 
production of 6m tonnes. A key element of this was 
for Metro to have the capability to load Capesize 
vessels. Converting to larger Capesize vessels will 
reduce the unit freight rates.

The Damen Crane Barge 6324

SEAJET Systems (SJS) has signed a manufacturing 
partnership with Soil Machine Dynamics (SMD), 
the world’s largest independent designer and 
manufacturer of specialist subsea intervention 
equipment.

The partnership will see SMD exclusively build, 
test and commission the most advanced fleet of 
CFE equipment available in the market in its fully 
fitted production facility in Wallsend, Newcastle 
upon Tyne.  The agreement follows SJS’s launch 
in May 2021, where it offered the offshore energy 
industry the ability to own and operate CFE 
technology for the first time, from a team of 
leading subsea excavation and trenching industry 
experts.

Faisel Chaudry, Managing Director at SJS said, 
“We are delighted to partner with SMD because 
of its renowned reputation for world leading 
innovation and quality in the subsea trenching 
industry. Following our launch, we’ve seen 
significant interest in our solutions that have been 
honed over 25 years and now together with SMD, 
we offer a real step change in CFE provision to our 

global client base. 
“This major milestone also provides us with 

the opportunity to think about what’s next – by 
continually pushing the boundaries in CFE tooling 
development and working with SMD’s engineering 
team to deliver cutting edge solutions that 

SEAJET SYSTEMS:

One of SMD’s advanced fleet of  
CFE equipment available in the market
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combine the expertise of both companies. We’re 
excited for the future.”

Developed by optimising existing CFE 
technology, SJS introduces advanced 
hydrodynamic properties suitable for a wide range 
of applications and variable seabed conditions. 
SJS offers a tailored aftermarket support package 
to inspire client confidence to own, operate and 
maintain their own-in-house CFE equipment.

Paul Davison, Deputy CEO at SMD added, “CFE 

offers a range of opportunities in Offshore Wind 
and O&G markets alongside our existing solutions.  
The SEAJET team know the technology and the 
market, and with our 50 years of experience, we 
bring build quality and after-care reassurance. 
Our complimentary teams and experience form 
a strong partnership which we in turn can offer 
to our clients.  We look forward to developing the 
technology and service with the SEAJET team”.

Rotterdam’s Huisman has announced the signing 
of a contract with DEME for the delivery of a 
2,300 tonne Lifting Spreader and a set of adaptive 
Damping Tugger Winches. These tools will be 
installed on-board DEME’s Offshore’s installation 
vessel Orion. 

Huisman and DEME have worked together on 
the optimisation of the spreader’s design in order 
to increase safety and efficiency of monopile 
installation. The unique design enables hands-free 

sling handling of monopiles, controlled remotely, 
and powered by an exchangeable battery pack. 
The Lifting Spreader is designed for the installation 
of next generation monopiles and can be 
extended in order to handle 120 m long monopiles 
with a diameter of up to 12 m. In order to ensure 
maximum control of the monopiles during 
installation, Huisman will additionally deliver a set 
of remote operated, adaptive Damping Tugger 
Winches. Thanks to the in-house developed 
damping algorithm, these winches actively supress 
sway motion of the monopile during lifting 
operations, increasing workability and safety.

The Lifting Spreader is one of the installation 
tools of Huisman that can be connected to the 
Universal Quick Connector, by using a standardised 
pin interface, contributing to the operational 
effectiveness of a crane. David Roodenburg, CEO of 
Huisman said, “We thank DEME for their on-going 
confidence in Huisman to support them in safe and 
efficient execution of their offshore wind projects, 
now and in the future. This order is another step in 
our ambition to drive down the development costs 
and speed up the delivery of offshore wind farms. 
To ensure a timely and cost-competitive delivery 
of these tools, we will deploy our engineering and 
production capacity in the Netherlands and Czech 
Republic.”

HUISMAN:

The Huisman Lift Spreader
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MACHINERY

To commemorate the 30th anniversary of the 
incorporation of Tyne Electro Diesel (TED), the 
Directors of TED have named the Walker Riverside 
facility, Newcastle, ‘Hewitt House’ in memory of 
the late Harvey Hewitt, the original Managing 
Director. In partnership with Merlin Diesel Systems 
Limited, Harvey Hewitt established TED as the best 
equipped, independent heavy duty diesel fuel 

injection workshop anywhere. His legacy is now 
visible in a purpose built a 1,858 m2 facility on the 
banks of the Tyne. 

Gerry Mulholland, of TED said, “We are delighted 
to be able to celebrate Harvey Hewitt’s legacy 
with our new facility named after him and our 
expansion plans growing the business.”

TYNE ELECTRO DIESEL:

TED’s Hewitt House

https://edr-antwerp.eu/.well-known/captcha/
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The technology group Wärtsilä will supply the 
engines and fuel gas supply systems for two new 
ro/pax ferries. The vessels are being built at the 
Rauma Marine Constructions (RMC) yard in Finland 
for Australia’s TT-Line. The order with Wärtsilä was 
placed in June 2021.

TT-Line currently operates two ferries, Spirit 
of Tasmania I and Spirit of Tasmania II, both of 
which operate with Wärtsilä engines, on the route 
between Melbourne, Victoria and Devonport, 
Tasmania. This fleet is now being renewed by the 
building of two new 212 m long vessels, which will 
adopt the latest technology and be powered with 
LNG fuel to lessen the environmental impact.

“Since 2002 when the current vessels were 
inducted into our fleet, the Wärtsilä engines have 
delivered both performance and reliability backed 
by strong service and technical support. Keeping 
in mind IMO’s stringent emission targets for the 
future, TT Line has opted for LNG-fuelled ferries. 

Wärtsilä’s depth of experience and broad portfolio 
of LNG-fuel solutions for marine applications were 
prime considerations for us,” says Bernard Dwyer, 
Chief Executive Officer of TT-Line.

“We have worked closely with TT-Line for a 
number of years and are pleased and proud to 
continue this long-standing relationship via this 
latest newbuild project. We shall extend our best 
technical and operational support to TT-Lines’ new 
ferries. Wärtsilä has played a major role in enabling 
LNG to become a viable and increasingly popular 
marine fuel, and its adoption by global operators 
continues to grow. This order is a clear reflection 
of that trend,” says Mikko Mannerkorpi, General 
Manager, Sales, Wärtsilä Marine Power.

“Our goal is to be a pioneer in environmentally 
sustainable technology in shipbuilding, and 
we want to provide vessels to our customers 
accordingly. The LNG-powered engines play an 
important part in building two new eco-efficient 
and future-proof vessels for TT-Line,” says Jyrki 
Heinimaa, President & CEO of Rauma Marine 
Constructions.

The scope of supply includes, for each ship, 
four Wärtsilä 46DF dual-fuel main engines, three 
Wärtsilä 20DF dual-fuel auxiliary engines, and 
two Wärtsilä LNGPac fuel storage, supply, and 
control systems. The engines are future-proofed to 
operate on alternative green fuels as and when the 
availability evolves.

The new ferries will have a capacity of 1,800 
passengers and approximately 2,500 lane metres 
on two freight decks. The first vessel is scheduled 
for delivery by the end of 2023, with the second 
one due a year later.

WÄRTSILÄ: 

An artist’s impression of the new TT Line ferries 

The largest cruise ship to be built in Italy has been 
delivered with a COMPAC seawater lubricated 
propeller shaft system from Canada’s Thordon 
Bearings.

The 170,400 gt MSC Seashore, delivered from 
Fincantieri’s Monfalcone shipyard late last month, 
joins the smaller 154,000 gt Seaside-class vessels 
MSC Seaside and MSC Seaview, both of which 
were delivered with a COMPAC bearing system in 

2017 and 2018 respectively.
Anna Galoni, CEO, Thordon Bearings, said, “As 

the sector resumes service after a tumultuous 
18 months, we congratulate MSC Cruises and 
Fincantieri on the successful and timely delivery of 
this very impressive new flagship. MSC Seashore, 
the cruise line’s first Evo-class cruise ship, sets 
the benchmark in environmentally sustainable 
cruising. We are obviously delighted that both 

THORDON BEARINGS:



W W W. S H I P R E PA I R N E W S L E T T E R . C O M

S H I P  R E PA I R  N E W S L E T T E R

17

owner and builder continue to support the use 
of seawater lubricated propulsion as a way of 
meeting clean shipping objectives.”

In addition to a COMPAC shaft line, MSC 
Seashore is fitted with an array of advanced 
technology designed to reduce the impact of 
operations on the marine environment.

This includes a hybrid exhaust gas cleaning 
system and a Selective Catalytic Reduction (SCR) 
system to reduce NOx by 90%. MSC Seashore 
is also designed to meet the requirements of 
classification society RINA’s ‘Biosafe Ship’ and 
‘Sustainable Ship’ notations.

George Morrison, Thordon’s Regional Manager, 
EMEA & ANZ, said, “MSC Cruises and Fincantieri 
have not only presented the largest ship ever to 
be built in Italy, but also one of the sector’s most 
advanced ‘green’ ships. The COMPAC system is 
a significant contributor to perhaps the most 
ecological, eco-friendly cruise ships built to 
date. MSC Seashore represents a cruise industry 
milestone.”

Thordon Bearings has noted a sharp rise in cruise 
industry orders for COMPAC over recent months. 
The system has been selected for another four 
64,000 gt vessels Fincantieri is building for MSC 
Cruises, and the technology has been proposed 
for MSC Seascape, a second Evo-class ship, though 
supply contracts have yet to be finalised.

Regent Seven Seas, Viking Ocean Cruises and 
Princess Cruises are others to have recently 
specified COMPAC for newbuilds slated for 
delivery over the next 24 months. Commenting 
on the sector’s adoption of the technology, Craig 

Carter, Thordon Bearings’ Director of Marketing 
& Customer Service, said several cruise operators 
now favour a conventional shaft line over a 
podded propulsion arrangement.

“Aside from the obvious environmental and 
financial benefits of conventional shafts lubricated 
by seawater, I think a lot of owners are beginning 
to tire of the pod’s well publicised reliability issues 
and high maintenance contract requirements.

“With a conventional shaft line, cruise lines know 
they are operating tried and tested technology 
relied upon to get the ship through a season. In 
more than 20 years of COMPAC, we have never 
seen a cruise cancelled or had to revise an itinerary 
due to problems with a seawater lubricated 
propeller shaft bearing and there is minimal 
maintenance required – which is why we are 
seeing an uptick in orders.”

The naming ceremony of the MSC Seashore

Wärtsilä has introduced an upgraded version of 
its popular and successful Wärtsilä 20DF dual-fuel 
engine. The new version will deliver increased 
power output, have a reduced environmental 
impact, and will feature lower fuel consumption. It 
will also further increase the engine’s fuel flexibility 
by allowing a much wider gas quality span, down 
to methane number (MN) 65, while still delivering 
full output.

The engine’s power/cylinder is increased from 
185 to 195 kW, while the methane slip is lowered 
by as much as 40%, thereby drastically reducing 

WÄRTSILÄ:
The new Wärtsilä 20DF engine
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the CO2 emissions. The existing Wärtsilä 20DF 
control system is replaced by the latest Wärtsilä 
UNIC all-inclusive automation system. For gen-set 
applications, skip-firing technology combining 
torque control with cylinder deactivation to 
optimise fuel consumption at low engine load is 
introduced. Energy consumption is reduced by 3%. 

“The focus at Wärtsilä is on making every effort to 
support our customers by improving efficiencies, 
lowering operating costs, and lessening the carbon 

footprint of operations. This latest version of the 
Wärtsilä 20DF achieves all these ambitions, and is 
a positive move towards reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions,” says Lars Anderson, Director, Product 
Management & Sales Support, Wärtsilä Marine 
Power.

The new Wärtsilä 20DF engine is better suited 
for variable speed applications with mechanical 
propulsion.
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WELDING

ESAB has launched its new Savage A40 Air helmet, 
designed to partner with ESAB’s existing Powered 
Air Purifying Respirator (PAPR). Helmets such as 
the Savage A40 Air are essential for workers in 
situations where welding fumes and particulates 
are a concern, such as for some cored wires, 
working in confined or poorly ventilated spaces 
and for protecting operators from hexavalent 
chromium fumes, which are generated from 
stainless steel, chrome alloys and chrome-coated 
metals.

When combined with ESAB’s PAPR, the Savage 
A40 Air offers exceptional performance and 
value. The PAPR unit has three settings that adjust 
airflow between 170 and 220 litres/min to suit 

the environment and application. It operates at a 
quiet 70 dB and features a high-capacity, lithium-
ion rechargeable battery that offers up to 8 hrs of 
performance between charges. 

“Savage A40 Air and ESAB PAPR blower unit 
combination has a replaceable two-stage filtration 
cartridge that meets European standards and 
removes airborne particles to a TH2-level filtration 
performance for fine particulates,” says Kevin 
Beckerdite, Global Product Manager – PPE, ESAB. 
“The proven ESAB PAPR includes visual and audible 
alarms to signal low airflow, as an added safety 
measure.”

The high-tech Savage A40 Air helmet provides 
extreme comfort and protection in all processes. 

ESAB:

https://tsi.eu.com
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With a design inspired by the Sentinel A50 helmet, 
Savage A40 Air offers a 50 mm x 100 mm viewing 
area for a wider field of vision. The helmet weighs 
700 gr. Its 1/1/1/2 optical-class lens features ESAB’s 
ultra-clear true-colour technology for increased 
weld pool clarity and enhanced definition. 
Additional features include four light sensors, 
providing a high response, especially when 
welding out-of-position, and 9-13 shade knob.  

“ESAB’s ultra-clear true-colour lens technology 
gives operators a better view of the weld puddle 
and surrounding area,” says Beckerdite. “When 
precise bead placement counts, welders can rely 
on a brighter view with enhanced colour definition 
of the Savage A40 Air.”

Like the class-defining SENTINEL, welders can stay 
more productive with Savage’s externally activated 
Grind Button. Even while wearing a heavy glove, 
welders can activate a shade 4 Grind Mode on the 
left side of the helmet. Grind Mode may be suitable 
for cutting processes as well.

Sensitivity and delay controls inside the helmet 
allow users to adjust the response to various 
welding conditions. Sensitivity control is an 
adaptable feature useful when TIG welding at 
low amperage for better reaction. Delay control 
enables the welder to set how long the lens stays 
dark after the welding arc stops. Short delay helps 
get the job done faster during tack welding, while 
longer delay is useful for high amperage welding.

ESAB has launched its new Savage A40 Air helmet, designed to partner with ESAB’s existing PAPR
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PAINTS & COATINGS

Japan’s Chugoku Marine Paints (CMP), has 
integrated the active anti-fouling agent, Selektope 
in a new coating product developed for worldwide 
trading vessels. The newly launched product, 
SEAFLO NEO M1 PLUS, is the latest expansion of 
the SEAFLO NEO range and has been designed 
to protect ocean-going vessels with varying 
trading patterns and activity levels against soft 
and hard fouling. Classified as a ‘low volatile 
organic compound’, SEAFLO NEO M1 PLUS is a low 
friction, hydrolysis anti-fouling coating, enabling 
less environmental impact both by keeping the 
hull clean and by low biocidal leaching from the 
coating.

Developed to meet growing environmental 
market demands for sustainable coatings, SEAFLO 
NEO M1 PLUS provides a smooth surface to help 
reduce fuel consumption by lessening the frictional 
resistance of water flow during operation of ships. 
It can be applied at both stages of newbuilding 
and drydocking and has outstanding anti-fouling 
performance suitable for ships exposed to high 
fouling pressure — such as long periods of idle 
in areas with high water temperature, or static 
conditions during the outfitting period at a 
newbuilding stage.

CMP is a long-term partner of Swedish biotech 
company, I-Tech, developers of Selektope, 
and currently produce the highest volume of 
Selektope-powered products by any single 
manufacturer. Due to its high concentrate efficacy 
and low biocidal load, Selektope enables a more 
sustainable solution against fouling.

I-Tech CEO Philip Chaabane commented, “We 
are proud that Selektope has been selected to act 
as a core agent in this remarkable new coating 
launched by Chugoku Marine Paints, targeting the 

global fleet. Following the first commercial activity 
with Selektope some six years ago, this product 
marks a new step in utilising I-Tech’s active agent. 
I am excited to see the Selektope-powered M1 
product move into the market, and contribute to 
making shipping more sustainable.”

Last year, analysis commissioned by I-Tech of 
hull fouling condition data obtained from vessel 
drydocking attendance over a four-year period 
has revealed that more than 40% of vessels were 
suffering from over 10% hard fouling coverage on 
the hull – increasing CO2 emissions by millions of 
tonnes.

During the pandemic, many vessels have been 
forced to lay-up, making them highly exposed to 
the risk of hard biofouling. The pressure to reduce 
GHG emissions is higher than ever in line with new 
IMO targets increases. Vessel owners are looking to 
innovative technologies like Selektope to enhance 
fuel efficiency.

I-TECH:

Comparison of how the vessel  
looked with and without Selektope
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BALLAST WATER MANAGEMENT

Denmark’s DESMI has opened an office in Japan, 
which is a legal entity of DESMI Ocean Guard, 
and will be headed by Noribumi Suganuma, as of 
August 1st 2021. He has 18 years’ experience in the 
shipping and marine industries in Japan, as well 
as several years’ experience from the automotive 
industry. He comes from a position as Country 
Manager for Spectris, HBK Division Japan. 

With this background Noribumi Suganuma has 
excellent knowledge about the Japanese shipping 
industry, and DESMI is convinced that having its 
own DESMI team in Japan working alongside 
agents or distributors, when beneficial, will enable 
the company to get the access to the Japanese 
market that its products and services merit. Main 
focus in the beginning will be sale of DESMI’s 
Marine & Offshore products with special attention 
to BWM systems.

“Japan represents a significant potential market for 
DESMI. Measured by GDP, Japan is the third largest 
economy in the world, and seen from a shipowner 
perspective, it is the second largest in the world. 
Today we have a small footprint in the Japanese 
market, but with locals representing DESMI in 
Japan in the future we see great opportunities to 
increase our footprint considerably. 

“We have the products and can provide the 
services that are requested, and by getting closer 
to the Japanese customers we will also be able to 
better build the trust and relationships, which are 
so important in Japan. We have great expectations 
for the market in Japan, and we foresee more 
colleagues joining within shortly the office in 
Japan.” says Henrik Sørensen, Group CEO at DESMI. 

DESMI:

UNDERWATER

Norway’s Miko Marine has been quick to secure 
the services of John Gunnar Refsnes following 
his retirement as Commander SG from the Royal 
Norwegian Navy. He recently completed 42-years 
of active naval service which culminated in 
his last 12-years as the head of Norway’s Naval 
Engineering and Safety Centre. 

After a career which found him in senior 
positions on-board a variety of naval vessels, he 
has joined Miko as the company’s first damage 
control and technical executive. Miko will be 
deploying his considerable expertise and outreach 
as part of a new marketing emphasis that will focus 
on supplying Miko products for navy, coastguard 

MIKO MARINE:

John Gunnar Refsnes
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and government operated ships. This will be in 
parallel with an increased emphasis on the safety 
and damage control that is needed for passenger 
and cruise ships.  

Commenting on his new appointment, John 
Gunnar said, “After many years working directly for 
and with the safety of seafarers and safe operations 
afloat, I am delighted to have been given the 
opportunity to continue on this course with Miko 
Marine after leaving the naval service.” 

Miko Marine’s Managing Director, Cato Stoll has 

welcomed John Gunnar to the Miko team and 
believes that his rare expertise will be a powerful 
asset for its expansion into new markets. “We 
already employ highly qualified naval engineers 
and architects but John Gunnar’s specific expertise 
will enable us to introduce important new 
products to the naval and cruise sectors. With 
his input and endorsement, we will be confident 
that they will meet the strict demands of these 
markets.”

Recently Hydrex mobilised diver/technician teams 
to vessels in the Netherlands and Australia to carry 
out stern tube seal replacements. In Flushing the 
repair was carried out on a 200 m car carrier, and in 
Port Burnie, Tasmania, on a 188 m ro/ro vessel.

Both ships were leaking oil, making an on-site 
repair necessary. Using a Hydrex flexible mobdock, 
Hydrex was able to carry out these operations 
on-site and underwater, saving the owners an 
expensive and time-consuming trip to drydock.

Despite the remote location of the ro/ro vessel, 
Hydrex’s technical department was able to make 
all practical logistic arrangements and organise a 
mobilisation of the equipment very swiftly. In the 
recent past Hydrex carried out several operations 
in Australia, including repairs on this ro/ro ship’s 
sistership.

After arriving on-site, the diving team first 
set up a monitoring station next to the vessel. 
The operation then started with a thorough 
underwater inspection of the stern tube seal 
assembly. Next, the divers cleaned the assembly 
and installed the flexible mobdock, thereby 
creating a dry underwater environment so that 
they could work in drydock-like conditions.

The split ring was then disconnected and 
brought to the surface to be cleaned. After 
cleaning the entire assembly, the divers removed 
the first seal and replaced it with a new one which 
was then bonded. This was done in co-operation 
with the supervising OEM technician. The 
procedure was repeated with the other three seals. 
A successful operation was concluded with leakage 
tests, the removal of the flexible mobdock and the 
reinstallation of the rope guard.

A Hydrex team travelled from Antwerp to the ro/
ro car carrier’s Netherlands location on one of the 
company’s workboats. These workboats are fully 
equipped as dive support stations with hydraulic 
cranes, winches, nautical and communication 
equipment, and a dive control room. They are 
stationed in Antwerp and Rotterdam and can be 
used for a wide range of operations in Belgium, the 
Netherlands, UK and France.

With Hydrex organising everything from start 
to finish, the owner did not have to worry about 
making any arrangements for the repair. After the 
seals had been successfully replaced he was able 
to sail his vessel to its next stop free of oil leaks. 
Hydrex helps keep ships afloat, operational and in 
business

Hydrex offers maintenance services and repairs 
on all parts of the underwater ship’s propulsion 
systems and the hull. Operations are class 

HYDREX:

A Hydrex diver in a mobdock
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approved and carried out at lay-by berths or 
alongside the dock while commercial activities 
continue. All this is done with qualified and 

experienced diver/technicians, state-of-the-art 
equipment, and advanced techniques.

Any bow and or stern thruster on the current 
market removed, overhauled/repaired in-house 
and replaced while the vessel stays operational 
and afloat typically within 2/3 weeks can be 
completed by FN Diving’s Rotterdam or Algeciras 
facilities. Afloat propulsion repairs are performed 
most conveniently during cargo operations which 
saves downtime and the cost of drydocking. If 
drydocking is not an option, bow thrusters can be 

repaired and exchanged afloat or underwater and 
completely overhauled with most spares on stock 
for the repair operation.

FN Diving has all necessary equipment in order 
to exchange any thruster unit on the market 
underwater while the vessel remains on schedule. 
With a special light weight tunnel blanking 
technique allowing dry operations for the diver/
technicians, thruster blades and seals can be 
replaced, repair work on the gearbox or another 
specific part of a thruster can be performed, all 
while the vessel stays operational and afloat - even 
the complete units can be exchanged.

These bow thruster repairs are most favourably 
completed during normal cargo operations of the 
vessel. Propeller blades and seals can be replaced, 
repair work on the gearbox can be performed and 
whole units can be extracted and replaced or sent 
to repair in FN Diving’s workshop.

The total time for a typical tunnel thruster 
removal and replacement is normally under 24 
hrs, with no drydocking or down time. It’s a cost 
effective solution that is guaranteed to get the ship 
back on schedule fast.

FN Diving is contactable 24/7/year round for full 
support and guidance regarding all underwater 

FN DIVING:

The repair of a tunnel thruster

https://hydrex.be
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related operations. Perfect communication and 
high standards are very important in performing 
underwater repair and inspection operations in the 
shipping sector.

The diver/technicians have committed 
themselves to execute these jobs as cost effective 

and swift as possible with the highest standards 
and quality for operators and equipment 
worldwide. By doing so FN Diving’s offers Safe, 
Swift, Highly Cost Effective and Class approved 
underwater repair and inspection solutions.

SAFETY

Continuing consultations between Viking Life-
Saving Equipment and its growing offshore client 
base has brought a new lifejacket to the oil & 
gas and wind energy markets whose form is as 
innovative as the range of new details to overcome 
longstanding safety challenges facing offshore 
crews and maintenance personnel.

The Viking YouSafe Vanguard inflatable lifejacket 
has been developed after the leading supplier 
asked designers to return to first principles and 
deliver a versatile, high-quality product to meet 
new standards of comfort and safety in order to 
ensure compliance. Developed to meet (275N) 
offshore industry standards, the new lifejacket is 
SOLAS/MED-approved and CE/ISO-accredited.

“Based on customer feedback, our designers 
continuously refine our safety products on the 
reality that if they are not worn correctly, they 
won’t work correctly,” says Global Product Manager 
Bettina Kjaergaard, Viking Life-Saving Equipment.

“Compliance is a given for the offshore industries 
and the Viking YouSafe Vanguard features fully 
tested and proven solutions in that respect, 
but lifejackets are also workwear - comfort and 
versatility help crews and engineers stay safe as 
they work day-in, day-out.”

Forming the jacket to redistribute weight away 
from the neck and shoulder area and provide 
more space for mobility provided a special design 
focus, where user movements are often affected 
by needing to wear a helmet and communications 
gear. The lifejacket also includes high-visibility 
colours to attract user attention immediately to 
specific features in emergency situations, a new 
webbing system designed for easy and intuitive 

donning and a snug, comfortable fit.  
 “Staying at the forefront of lifejacket design 

depends on responding to specific market 
demands - the Viking YouSafe Vanguard 
demonstrates our awareness of the tasks 
offshore crews face over extended periods at 
sea,” says Bettina Kjaergaard. “Body-fit, freedom 
of movement, efficiency in securing straps and 
even aesthetics impact their willingness to wear 
a lifejacket properly and remain compliant in 
pressure situations.”

Given that the offshore workforce can be 
deployed over a wide area, the new lifejacket is 
also designed for multiple jurisdictions. In addition 
to SOLAS compliance, the Viking YouSafe Vanguard 
also includes front and back inspection windows 
featuring single point indicators on inflator 
readiness to comply with the EU’s latest Directive 
on PPE.

VIKING:

The Viking YouSafeTM Vanguard inflatable lifejacket
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The Viking YouSafe Vanguard lifejacket will be 
fully supported by the company’s global servicing 
network. Every lifejacket is supplied with its own 
digital identifier, enabling Viking to offer full track 
and trace capability and to maintain up to date 
records for servicing and replacement.

“This lifejacket is the latest addition to our 
offshore safety portfolio, as we continue to 
innovate for the challenges facing established oil 
& gas clients and our expanding group of wind 
energy customers alike,” says Jens Peter Kruse, Vice 
President Global Fire & PPE Products, Viking Life-
Saving Equipment. “It is also the latest example of 

a Viking next generation safety product which is 
multipurpose as well as fit for purpose.”

New products from Viking in 2021 include an 
all-on-one offshore wind turbine evacuation kit 
with the Viking YouSafe Hightide suit with integral 
harnesses, gloves and lowering device, a range 
of innovative Viking YouSafe helicopter aviation 
suits and the Viking YouSafe Walk-to-Work one-
size immersion suit for offshore customers stored 
in a pouch at the back of the lifejacket to enable 
‘hands-free protection’ for maintenance crews 
transferring from work boats to a fixed installation 
offshore.

TOWAGE

Svitzer has announced that it has extended its 
current contract with the Suez Canal Authority 
(SCA) to include two additional tugs. Svitzer has 
been providing towage services in the Suez Canal 
since late 2019 with the two tugs Svitzer Port Said 
1 and Svitzer Port Said 2 operating out of Port Said 
by the Mediterranean Sea entrance to the canal. 
From the fourth quarter of 2021, two new +70 
tonne bollard pull tugs will begin operating out of 

Port Suez by the Red Sea entrance to the canal.  
The two new tugs will be an important addition 

to the existing fleet and will ensure a future-
proofed operation that can provide the needed 
towage services as the volume of world trade and 
vessels passing through the Canal continue to 
increase. 

Nicolai Vinther Friis, Managing Director Svitzer 
AMEA, commented, “The Suez Canal is the world’s 
most important global trade artery, and I am 
honoured that the SCA has awarded Svitzer an 
extension of the existing contract – it is testament 
of our trusted relationship and much valued 
collaboration with the SCA. At Svitzer, we are 
proud to support the SCA in their vision to render 
a distinguished and an uninterrupted service to 
vessels that transit the Suez Canal, thus ensuring 
efficient global supply chains.”

The two tugs are newbuilds delivered from the 
China’s Cheoy Lee Shipyard and will be manned by 
all Egyptian crews. Operations are planned to start 
in the fourth quarter of 2021. 

With a fleet of more than 85 vessels operating in 
seven ports and 11 terminals across 12 countries in 
the region, Svitzer is a leading towage provider in 
the AMEA (Africa, Middle East & Asia) region.

SVITZER:

One of the Svitzer fleet
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NEWBUILDINGS

Japan’s Kawasaki Heavy Industries (KHI) has 
announced that it has held a naming ceremony at 
Sakaide Shipyard for the LPG-fuelled LPG tanker 
Crystal Asteria, which is being built for Kumiai 
Navigation.  The vessel is Japan’s first dual-fuel LPG 
tanker, capable of running on both LPG and low-
sulphur fuel oil. The vessel is scheduled for delivery 
during 2021.

As IMO tightens regulations on GHG and other 
polluting emissions, LPG fuel is attracting attention 
as a cleaner alternative to heavy oil. In the gas 
carrier sector in particular there has been a notable 
acceleration in the move to LPG-fuelled vessels

The introduction of ships fuelled by gas instead 
of heavy oil is gaining momentum around the 
world as an effective way to comply with emission 
regulations for ships. The new vessel will make use 
of the expertise the Kawasaki Group has gained 
through the construction of LPG tankers, LNG 

tankers and LNG-fuelled propulsion vessels.
By using LPG as fuel, Crystal Asteria’s engine 

reduces emissions of CO2 and SOx in exhaust gas 
compared with heavy oil and is compliant with 
SOx regulations and also EEDI Phase 3, which is 
required for ships contracted to be built in 2022 or 
later.

The main engine comprises a Kawasaki-MAN 
B&W 7S60ME-C10.5-LGIP, an electronically 
controlled LPG injection diesel engine (ME-LGIP 
engine) manufactured by KHI.

KHI will continue to contribute to the realisation 
of a low-carbon and decarbonised society by 
developing and providing environmentally friendly 
ship technologies, including various types of 
merchant ships that comply with environmental 
regulations, such as LPG-fuelled LPG tankers, and 
liquefied hydrogen carriers, which are attracting 
attention as next-generation energy sources.

KAWASAKI HEAVY INDUSTRIES:

ALTERNATIVE FUELS

Japan’s ClassNK is committed to providing 
comprehensive services to support the industry’s 
efforts for the transition to zero-emission of 
shipping business. In support on measures for 
GHG emissions reduction, ClassNK has released 
‘Handling of the use of biofuels on ships’, which 
outlines the procedures and cautions to be taken 
when using biofuels for ships.

Biofuels are renewable fuels produced from 
biological organisms (biomass) in which the 
primary raw materials used are vegetable oils. 
Biofuels do not emit SOx during combustion, and 
they are generally considered ‘carbon neutral’ 
because source plants at their growing process are 

likely to absorb CO2 emitted from combustion. 
In addition, depending on the type of fuel, it can 
be used as a marine fuel without modifying the 
specifications of existing diesel engines (drop-in 
fuel).

The use of biofuels is emerging as an 
environmentally friendly fuel available at present. 
To support the safe and proper use of biofuels on-
board, ClassNK has published ‘Handling the use of 
biofuels on ships’ on its website. Considering the 
actual use of biofuels, it outlines the characteristics 
of biofuels, the procedures required for their 
trial and permanent use, and the cautions and 
measures to be taken in their handling.

CLASS NK:
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RECRUITMENT

Experience at Romania’s Nedcon Maritime has 
taught the company that most seafarers search 
the market for employment opportunities during 
their leave period. Nedcon has a large database of 
seafarers, whom it offers access to an online facility, 
where they are able to login and constantly update 
their data and sea service experience.

Nedcon Maritime Manpower Supply is carefully 
reviewing all applications to ensure that it recruits 
the best candidates for its clients. Nedcon aims to 
offer the best manpower services, by accurately 
identifying and meeting the client’s demands, 
through constant co-ordination and co-operation 
with them.

All available positions are posted on the website 
- www.nedcon.ro, which uses the latest tools to 
facilitate applications from anyone interested. The 
job details can be found on the Latest jobs page 
at www.nedcon.ro, where results can be filtered 
according to the domain someone is interested 
in - crewing, shipyard, riding squads or oil & 
energy sector and by the following categories - 
deck, electrical, engine, general, offshore, supply, 
shipyard, and office.  Seeing all the jobs available 
and applying for one is as easy as one click.  As 
soon as someone applies for the first time, 

the program automatically creates an account 
and saves the details, to help facilitate future 
applications.

Nedcon’s online platform is integrated with 
social media networks Facebook and LinkedIn, 
to facilitate data upload with just one click. This 
can help companies attract people who are 
more interested in Internet and social networks. 
Another advantage is that it is also a good way of 
promoting Nedcon’s services.

Narcis Bacaintan, Managing Director says, “By 
using this new and modern recruiting system, all 
biodata saved in our system – personal details, 
professional experience, medical records, licenses, 
studies is easily updated and verified, while the 
issuing of application CVs is done automatically, 
with just one click. The system also allows 
generating in bulk all the forms and documents 
that need to be completed for work permit or 
employment purposes. All these performant 
tools allows us to simplify our work, to increase 
productivity and reduce the operational time.”

For more information about Nedcon Maritime’s 
recruitment processes, please contact us at  
office@nedcon.ro.

NEDCON:

FEATURE

Nine VLCCs have been sold for demolition so far 
this year, more than twice the total for 2020. And 
with close to 10% of the remaining VLCC fleet more 
than 20 years old, there should be more recycling 
candidates before the end of the year, especially 
since recyclers are still paying close to $600 per 
light displacement ton for some units. 

Tanker owners generally – and especially those 
in the VLCC sector – are having a grim time. In 
contrast with other sectors were companies are 
generating record returns, many tankers have 
been operating at a loss for months and show 
little sign of improving any time soon. According 
to figures from Clarkson Research, non-scrubber 

TIME TO DIP INTO TANKER SHARES?:

mailto:office%40nedcon.ro?subject=
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VLCCs earned an average of more than US$53,000 
a day over the course of 2020 while scrubber-fitted 
vessels typically earned an extra $5,500 a day. Over 
the year to date, the corresponding figures are less 
than $2,500 and just shy of $7,500.

No surprise that previously attractive tanker 
stocks have plunged. Antwerp-headquartered 
Euronav announced a $90m second quarter loss 
last week compared with a $260m profit in the 
corresponding quarter last year. The company has 
seen its share fall by more than 16% since this time 
last year. However, the figure looks considerably 
better than it did in April when the stock had 
dropped by more than 30% year on year. 

Euronav shares have also fared better than some 
of the tanker owner’s competitors. Corresponding 
April figures for Teekay Tankers and Tsakos Energy 
Navigation (TEN), for example, showed stock 
prices down by 42% and 57% over the previous 
12-month period. Since this time last year, Teekay 
stock is down by just over 17% and TEN’s has fallen 
by about 14%.

There are both negative but also potentially 
positive implications for ship repair yards. 
On the down side, tanker owners who have 
endured miserable rates for months may take 
the recycling route, particularly for older vessels 
approaching fourth surveys, possible ballast water 
installations and imminent EEXI assessments and 
CII requirements. Then there are the other VLCCs 
which have gone through fourth specials – at 
today’s rates, some of these could be recycling 
candidates although owners will be hoping for a 
return on survey costs and possible BWM retrofits. 

On the positive side, Euronav CEO, Hugo De 
Stoop, listed a series of factors that could mean 

brighter days for owners over the remaining four 
months of the year. Probably top of the list is 
the phased increase in OPEC+ crude production 
between now and the end of the year. In the five 
months from August, the oil cartel plans to raise 
output by 400,000 bbls/day/month, taking the 
increase to 2m bbls/day by December. Analysts 
suggest that this could create demand for up to 60 
VLCCs.

De Stoop highlighted other plus points although 
they are less tangible. He noted that onshore oil 
inventories are back close to their five-year, pre-
Covid averages. This is important because oil 
storage can disrupt the demand-supply balance 
that normally exists in the tanker market, driving 
demand for imports and exports as usual. Euronav 
had noted a steady increase in export cargoes 
from the Middle East over the second quarter, De 
Stoop said, with June’s figure the highest since last 
December. As a result, the number of ships waiting 
for cargoes had fallen steadily. 

Meanwhile, as more countries adapt to life with 
or after COVID, and economies reopen, energy 
demand is likely to gain pace. Sectors that have 
been seriously disrupted, such as aviation, will start 
to recover. And winter in the northern hemisphere 
is now not so far away.

Whether or not these positives outweigh the 
negatives is anyone’s guess. And, of course, the 
executives of listed tanker owners are unlikely to 
focus on future downers as they announce poor 
financials. But with tanker shares still well down on 
this time a year ago and some positive signals on 
the horizon, a brave person could do well with a 
plunge into tanker stocks.   
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ON WATCH

During October 2020, Cargotec Corp and 
Konecranes Plc announced that the boards of the 
companies had signed a combination agreement 
and plan to combine the two companies through a 
merger, subject to regulatory and other approvals.

The Boards of Directors of Cargotec and 
Konecranes have agreed to select Mika Vehviläinen 
as the President and CEO of the Future Company, 
and the Board of Directors of Cargotec has made 
the appointment accordingly. The appointment 
of Mika Vehviläinen will become effective upon 
completion of the Transaction which is currently 
expected to take place by the end of the first half 
of 2022. Until completion, both companies will 
operate fully separately and independently.

Mika Vehviläinen has served as Cargotec’s CEO 
since 2013. Mr. Vehviläinen is also a member of the 
Board of Directors of Danfoss A/S. Prior to joining 
Cargotec, Mr Vehviläinen acted as President and 
CEO of Finnair Plc between 2010 and 2013, as COO 
for Nokia Siemens Networks between 2007 and 
2009 and in various positions with Nokia between 
1991 and 2007. Further, Mr. Vehviläinen has acted 
as Vice Chairman of the Board of Directors of Elisa 
Corporation between 2014 and 2018 (member 
between 2012 and 2014) and of Vacon Plc between 
2010 and 2014 (member during 2009). Mr. 
Vehviläinen holds a Master of Science degree in 
Economics.  

Dorset-headquartered maritime company Marine 
Components International (MCI) has been 
appointed as the exclusive UK distributor for TEMO, 
the first portable, electric-powered outboard 
motor. MCI has signed the deal with the pioneering 
French start-up company, which is based in Nantes. 

It will launch TEMO·450 at the Southampton 
International Boat Show in September. Poole-
based MCI supplies a wide range of high-end 
marine products to leading yacht builders and 
shipyards worldwide. MCI managing director Andy 
Scott said he was delighted to welcome TEMO·450 
to MCI’s portfolio and is looking for UK dealers.

He said, “TEMO has taken a completely fresh look 
at how to design an electric outboard motor. The 
impressive result is an innovative new generation 

propulsion system. Ultra-light and compact, it 
combines the lightness of an oar with the effect 
of an outboard. Think of an electric skull or the 
famous Thai longtails.  

“TEMO has taken the best of both, inspired by 
urban mobility and electro-portability, as seen in 
the growth of electric scooters, and the growing 
drive towards decarbonisation. It is very much 
a product for the times we live in. We are very 
excited by the potential of TEMO·450 in the market. 
Its team in France has had great initial success in its 
domestic market and is now looking towards rapid 
international expansion. 

Columbia Cruise Services (CCS) has announced 
it is heading into British waters by launching CCS 
UK, a Southampton-based shipmanagement 
and recruiting operation. The cruise vessel 
management business will continue running fleets 
for its existing UK shipping operators while aiming 
to attract new clients. 

CCS recently purchased premises in 
Southampton, England, which will serve 
as the company’s UK office. “We’ve set up a 
fully accredited UK subsidiary to better serve 
our existing clients and to prepare for future 
expansion,” said Olaf Groeger, who as Managing 
Director of CCS will hold the same role at CCS UK. 

“This subsidiary strengthens our ability to 
secure more clients in the UK, an incredibly 
competitive ship management market, and gives 
us the platform to eventually develop CCS UK into 
a third-party agency.” The new venture, which 
opens for business in August 2021, will manage 
the strategic and commercial aspects of its clients’ 
vessels in accordance with all local regulations, 
such as the UK Tonnage Tax regime. All services 
will be supported by the company’s Hamburg-
based parent, CCS GmbH.  “This is an exciting 
development for CCS and we’re really looking 
forward to making a difference in the UK market, as 
well as establishing new partnerships.”  

The Isle of Man Ship Registry (IOMSR) has 
appointed its first permanent representative 
in Germany to help promote the flag state in 
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Northern Europe and Scandinavia. Well-known 
German maritime figure Jan Warmke, the 
former managing director of Bernhard Schulte 
Shipmanagement (Deutschland), joins a growing 
team of IOMSR overseas representatives with 
offices already in China, Greece, Japan and 
Singapore. 

IOMSR director Cameron Mitchell said Germany 
is an important market for the flag given the strong 
presence of ship owners in the bulker and tanker 
markets. “We are delighted to welcome Jan to our 
team. Jan has operated at a senior level in Germany 
for many years and can help us expand awareness 
of our offering to c-suites not just in Germany but 
across Northern Europe. We already have German 

clients and long-standing customers in key 
markets like Norway and the Netherlands. The aim 
now is to ramp up the profile of the IOMSR flag, our 
pedigree as one of the best performing flag states 
in the world but also as a progressive innovator.

“We’re doing some terrific ground-breaking work 
in green propulsion, we were the first flag state 
to join the Getting to Zero coalition, we’re also 
leading innovation in seafarer welfare producing 
the first seafarer welfare app by a flag state. We 
feel all this work needs greater promotion and 
recognition in Germany and around the world. And 
Jan as a ship management man understands the 
value we are bringing to ship owners and it’s great 
to have him on-board.”


